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A Message from the Interim Co-Presidents - 

Barb Sullivan & Jane Gott 
December 7, 2014
Greetings to everyone!

A Message from the Retiring President - 

Catherine Hillis
December 6, 2014
Greetings, painters!

It was an honor to serve as president of Potomac Valley 
Watercolorists for....well, at least a little while.  I resigned 
my position in September ( I hope you received the group 
email announcing that) due to health issues that required 
my full attention and time.  I canceled classes and all activi-
ties for a few months.  After several surgeries, many doctor 
appointments and “procedures,” I’m finally beginning to 
see the end of my time providing vacation funds for some 
of our doctors in the Washington, DC metropolitan area.  
Whew. 

Even though I’ve had to focus much of my energy towards 
healing, I’ve still been able to paint.  In fact, I find times 
of physical or emotional crisis to be the most creative  for 
me.  It’s been a real gift to have extra time at home and in 
the studio to play and be creative without having deadlines.  
I’m now easing back into teaching my classes and schedul-
ing future plein aire travel and exhibits.

I thank Jane Gott and Barbara Sullivan for stepping in 
as interim Co- Presidents, and I’m grateful to Carolyn 
Marshall Wright for her guidance when I was first trying 
to decide “what to do” when I realized I needed time for 
personal healing.

I thank you for your understanding and wish you much 
success, both individually and as a group.

Happy painting!

Best regards,

Catherine Hillis

Upcoming Events
Spring Workshop  
John Salimenen
March 9-13, 2015
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Spring Luncheon
Chevy Chase Country Club

March 22, 2015
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Green Spring Show
Green Spring Gardens

June 2015

Juried Show Deadlines:
VA Watercolor Society: 

February 13, 2015
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Jane and I are very pleased to 
hear that Catherine is on the 
mend and wish her a speedy 
full recovery. For our member-
ship I would like to provide 
a little insight into what has transpired in the last few 
months, and where we stand today in the process of finding 
a new president. Jane and I were the Program Co-chairs 
at the time of Catherine’s resignation. We were unaware 
that as the program chairs we were next in line to fill the 
president’s role, if that position could not be completed 
to the end of the term. Lesson learned, read the by-laws 
intently when you assume a board position! That being said 
we were happy to step in, however we had already tendered 
our resignations as program chairs as of Nov 2, the day 
after the Fall Business Meeting. We have been in this 
position for three years and felt it was time to pass the reins 
to new members and move on to do other things within 
the organization. New volunteers, Charlotte Landis and 
Linda Staulcup, had already stepped up to take over. This 
however complicated the presidential succession 
situation. We got to call our first board meeting as 
presidents to attempt to sort this out! My thanks to 
Carolyn Marshall Wright, our past president and current 
parliamentarian, who dug into the weeds of the By-Laws 
and consulted with other past presidents who make up the 
presidential nominating committee. Everyone felt this was 
a good time to make any changes to the By-Laws regarding 
improving this process in the future. We voted on changes 



The Potomac Valley Watercolorist’s 
40th Anniversary book features 
stunning watermedia paintings 
created by 175 juried members 
who have come together to share 
some of their best work, along with 
insights on the personal processes 
used to create these particular 
paintings.

The ebook is available on Amazon.
com in Kindle format for $5.99. If 
you have a smartphone, tablet or 
desktop computer, simply down-
load the Kindle app directly from 
Amazon.

A Message from the Co-Presidents 

Barb Sullivan & Jane Gott
(continued from page 1)

Sandra Hill
I have been painting watercolors for 15 years. When I 
retired, I joined three local art clubs in Ohio (never hav-
ing had the time to join any art organizations previously).  
These clubs offered demos, speakers and shows as well as 
sponsoring local and nationally known artists from whom 
I took workshops

I was especially inspired when a Virginia artist, Sandra 
d’Allessandro came to a retreat and taught watercolors.  I 
came away from that retreat with a love of transparent 
watercolors and an experimental nature.    Later I took a 
workshop from Gerald Brommer who taught a wonderful 
course on staining papers and making abstract collages.  
Thus I started creating abstract watercolor collages while 
continuing to create traditional watercolors and take work-
shops and classes from many different artists.  I also started 
teaching others and sharing my love of art. 

I am grateful for the support and camaraderie of fellow 
artists and art groups. I have served in many volunteer 
positions for local and regional art groups.  I hope to enjoy 
such service for PVW.  

I continue to find limitless opportunities and challenges to 
explore in art – new materials, techniques, interests, tastes, 
perspectives and subjects. I want to continue developing 
my art skills and produce art that touches viewers while 
being works I enjoy creating.   

Suzanne Lohr Sliger
I have been painting off and on since the age of 12. 
Through the years, I have worked in many art forms 
including carved leatherwork, ceramics, stained glass, 
pastels, pencil, scrimshaw, and woodcraft. I currently hold 
degrees from Northern Virginia Community College and 
Averett University in Computer Systems and Human 
Resource Development, as well as a Certificate in 
Historic Preservation. 

I began working in watercolor in 2003 and received my 
first commission in 2004. After retiring in 2008, I was able 
to focus on my artwork full-time, incorporating my love 
of architecture and people into my ever-changing subjects.  
I find inspiration for my art in places I have traveled and 
the world around me. My goal is to convey the vibrancy of 
color and the beauty I see through my artwork as I see it.  

I have been fortunate to study with local artists, Lassie 
Corbett, Penny Hauffe, and Catherine Hillis, as well as 
attending workshops with nationally known artists Linda 
Baker, Judi Betts, Betty Carr, Frederick Graff, Jean Grastorf, 
Stephen Quiller, John Salminen, Mary Whyte, and Lian 
Quan Zhen.  I paint weekly with a group of fellow 
artists where we provide support and feedback to each 

Meet Our New Members
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that were then put to the membership for a vote in 
November. They were overwhelmingly approved with a 
very significant voter participation. Jane and I agreed to 
continue as interim presidents until the completion of this 
presidential term, which is the Spring Luncheon meeting. 
A call for nominations for a new president will be sent 
out shortly, so please be considering who you would think 
would be a good fit and willing to take on this very 
important role.

Thank you all for you for the support and kind words we 
have received during this transition period. 

Barb Sullivan & Jane Gott

other in our art endeavors.  I am a member of the Vienna 
Arts Society and Virginia Watercolor Society.  I look 
forward to meeting and working with the artists of 
Potomac Valley Watercolorists. 

PVW’s 40th Anniversary Book is 
NOW AVAILABLE in 
ebook format!

http://www.amazon.com/Potomac-Valley-Watercol…/…/ref=sr_1_1…

$5.99 
eBook on 
Amazon



Newsletter Info:
Please submit your newsletter information to:

Elaine Nunnally   elainenunnally@gmail.com
Editor

Lorrie Herman   lahermanart@cox.net
Graphic Designer  703-906-5815

Info Deadline        Issue
December 1, 2014 January Winter Edition
March 1, 2014  April Spring Edition
June 1, 2014  July Summer Edition
September 1, 2014 October Fall Edition

PVW Sign In to Member Side
1. Sign in with your User Name and Password  
  Unless you’ve changed these, your user name is your last
  name and your password is artist, lowercase.  
  (If there are more than one of you with the same last name, your   
  user name would also have your first initial, for example, braggg   
  (for Gwen Bragg) and braggt (for ToniBragg).

2. Once you’ve signed in, your profile should appear. Look on  
  the left side of that page for a column of links. One of them  
  says “Shows” – click on that and a list of shows should come  
  up, along with a link to the prospectus.

3.   Let me know if you have any trouble!  --Debby Conn
Understanding Computer and  
Internet Essentials
Jill Poyerd and her husband are about to publish the fourth 
workbook in their series aimed at helping artists work 
with today’s technology. Their new book, Understanding 
Computer and Internet Essentials, deals with topics such as 
managing files on your computer, cloud storage, setting up 
an anti-virus program, SEO, RGB, CMYK, and many more 
important tasks. Available on Amazon.com. Visit their 
website for more information:  www.INTRO-TEK.com.

3

Spotlight on Our Members!
Chica Brunsvold has a painting published in “The World 
Watercolour Competition” catalog sponsored by the “Art of 
Watercolour” magazine. 

Elaine Nunnally, Jean Gill and Chica have paintings 
accepted into the American Watercolor Society Show this 
year, 2015. Congratulations!

Alice Kale will lead a workshop at the La Romita School 
of Art in Umbria, Italy from July 5 - 19, 2015. All me-
diums are welcome. Students are housed in an exquisitely 
renovated 16th c. monastery in the foothills of the 
Apennine mountains and will take day trips to painting 
sites in Umbria, enjoy studio work in La Romita’s frescoed 
chapel, and have two all-day excursions to historic towns 
nearby, such as Assisi and Orvieto. The price of $3850 
includes transportation to and from the airport, all ground 
transportation, lodging, and 3 meals a day (with wine 
at dinner). For more information visit alicekale.com, 
laromita.org, or call Alice on 703-683-3988.

Congratulations to all of our members for their  
accomplishments and continued outstanding involvement  

in the arts in local, national, and international venues!

Juried Show Deadlines
Virginia Watercolor Society:  Feb. 13 
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org

Baltimore Watercolor Society:  March 21 
www.baltimorewatercolorsociety.org

West Virginia Watercolor Society:
Aqueous 2015:  May 1
www.wvwatercolorsociety.org

“Leaning Tower”,
watercolor sketch,

Alice Kale

“Flowers by the 
Roadside”,

watercolor sketch,
Alice Kale

“Assisi on a Rainy Day”,
watercolor sketch,
Alice Kale

Spring Newsletter
Deadline March 9, 2015
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The Workhouse Art Center 
40th Anniversary Exhibit

September 9, 2014—October 25, 2014

A fabulous show in a beautiful venue!!  Many thanks to Terry Anstrom and all of her 
helpers for all of her hard work to put this show together!

“Berry Good Friends”, watercolor
Tricia DeWeese, Best in Show

Some of the comments from our members regarding this beautiful show: 

“Thank you to everyone who was involved in coordinating The Workhouse exhibit 
of Potomac Valley Watercolorists. I cannot remember a more elegant exhibit by our 
members. You brought your best work to this one, and anyone who has the opportu-
nity to view this beautiful show will be impressed by PVW members:  not only are 
there many example of extraordinary technique,but there is also a wide range of style 
and materials. I so enjoyed speaking with artists about the papers, paints and tech-
niques they used.”

“This show has the “WOW” factor and speaks so well of our group. Terry Anstrom 
and all our volunteers have done an extraordinary job. This is quite a way to begin 
our 40th Anniversary activities.”
Catherine Hillis

“Thank You! What a wonderful, well organized and memorable exhibit! You “did us 
proud” both by spearheading this amazing PVW show and as a member of the Lorton 
Workhouse Artists community. Your leadership is very much appreciated!

Best,
Francesca”

“Catherine,  Thank you for all you have done for us. As one of the “founding mothers” 
I was especially proud of  this  show. From the very beginning one of our main 
objectives was to raise the recognition of watercolors. At that time (40 plus) years ago 
we often heard people say “Oh, its just a watercolor” with a  tone of derision. We no 
longer hear that, so I feel we have reached our major goal. This show really proves it!

Thanks again to Terry and all others who helped with this show.”
Helen Barsalou

Members
Thank you so much for your support for this exhibit 
and reception. What a fantastic exhibit! The reception 
was well attended and the volunteers did such a great 
job! 

Congratulations to our People’s Choice Winner, Tricia 

DeWeese, for her painting, “Beary Good Friends”. 
Guests commented that it was so difficult to choose 
just one. All the paintings were exceptional. Thank you 
also to Carolyn Gawarecki and the originals founders 
for creating our professional organization and to the 
many leaders who followed in her steps.

Terry Anstrom 
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F A L L   2 0 1 4   W O R K S H O P 

Mike Bailey
October 27th—31st
This workshop was well attended and everyone 
enjoyed it! Mike Bailey’s focus was on being 
creative with our artwork and to design outside-of-
the-box by using  our impressions of objects during 
the workshop itself instead of photographs or our 
sketches. A myriad of information was offered every 
day, and he provided several different ways of 
helping us practice and absorb his lectures, slide 
shows, painted examples, etc. I think by Wednesday 
of that week, most of us were feeling more comfort-
able with completing two half-sheet paintings a day, 
with just an hour for each one. The work our PVW 
members produced was very exciting and made the 
discomfort of trying such a different approach to 
doing a “Series” well worthwhile!!  

Mike was gracious enough to stay on for another 
day and give a lecture/demonstration for all of 
us on Saturday, November 1st at the general 
membership meeting. He even stayed to enjoy 
our 40th Anniversary Celebration!

See more of Mike’s work at 
www.mebaileyart.com



St. Andrew’s 2014 Fall Show - “Joy of Watercolor”
The St. Andrew’s 2014 Fall Show “Joy of Watercolor” was held on 
Nov. 7 & 8, 2104. It was quite a success this year. The new co-chairs, 
Rob Henry and Lorrie Herman, along with all of the volunteers, 
did a great job. Several hundred people came by the show over that 
weekend. Our Juror, Bruce Handford, was wonderful to work with 
and had a hard time selecting from over 200 works. This show we 
had a “People’s Choice Award” that Leigh Culver won with her 
piece “The Last of the Andean Chagras”!

Thanks to everyone that participated and congratulations to all of 
our award winners!

“Albuquerque at Night”, watercolor
Carolyn Grosse Gawarecki, First Place
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Award Winners:
1st:  Carolyn Gawarecki -- “Albuquerque at Night”
2nd:  Peter Ulrich  --“San Francisco Bay”
3rd:  Margitta Hanff—“The Golden Fish”

Honorable Mention:
1.  Alice Kale—“Coconuts”
2.  Jill Poyerd—“Sovereign Tree”
3.  Meg Mackenzie—“Go Beyond”
4.  Lorrie Herman—“Angler’s Bend”
5.  Grace Rooney—“Sea Too”

People’s Choice Award:
Leigh Culver
“The Last of the Andean Chagras”

“San Francisco Bay”, watercolor
Peter Ulrich, Second Place

“The Golden Fish”, watercolor
Margitta Hanff, Third Place

“The Last of the Andean Chagras”, watercolor
Leigh Culver, People’s Choice Award
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S A V E   T H E   D A T E
PVW Spring Luncheon 2015
Columbia Country Club
7900 Connecticut Ave., Chevy Chase, MD 20815

Spring 2015 Workshop

John Salminen 
“Realism Through Design
Painting the Urban Scene”

March 9th -13th
9:30 am to 3:30 pm
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
4000 Lorcom Lane, Arlington, VA 22011

$350 members, $400 non-members
John has won over 220 major awards in national and inter-
national exhibitions, including the AWS Gold Medal twice, 
the Allied Artist Silver and Gold Medals, the NWS Silver Star 
Award twice, the TWSA First Place Award three times and 
the Shanghai International Biennial Award. He has been an 
invited artist in 17 exhibitions in Asia and Australia. He is 
a frequent juror/judge of national and international exhibi-
tions and recently judged the Shenzhen Biennial in China. 
His work is featured in many national and international 
books and magazines. In this workshop, John will share his 
approach to painting the urban scene in watercolor. He will 
help participants in all aspects of painting a representational 
cityscape or town scene - choosing the subject, adding mood 
and creating emotional content, lighting the scene for 
dramatic effect, using photo reference in a meaningful way 
and most importantly, strengthening and enhancing 
representational painting through design. There will be 
demonstrations, critiques and lots of one-on-one 
individual help.

For more Questions contact:
Marilyn Milici, mjmilici@aol.com, 703-941-4575

More Information and the Registration Form is on 
the Members side of our website, under “Workshops” www.johnsalminen.com

Sunday, March 22, 2015
12:30 pm  Reception
   1:00 pm  Lunch

More details will be emailed soon!



Fall Meeting 2014
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The 40th Anniversary Celebration!!!

“And let the wild rumpus start, said Max”

Well, I don’t  know if you’d call it a wild rumpus, but our 
40th Anniversary Celebration  started with a wonderful 
feeling of  appreciation for the work of our founding 
members…and for the growth of our membership and the 
overall good health of our organization. Because it was held 
after our business meeting (or in spite of it), and after Mike 
Bailey’s watercolor demonstration, it was well attended. 
There was cake, of course, and lots of champagne. As usual, 
our hospitality hosts brought plenty of delicious food.

Wanted:  New Publicity Chair!
We want to give Jill Poyered a big hearty thank you for all 
the truly excellent work she has done as Publicity Chair.  
Our organization counts on many volunteers and Jill was 
one of our most dedicated!  We hate to see you go!

Think you might be interested in volunteering?  
JOB DESCRIPTION:
The Publicity Chair is responsible for promoting the group 
events to the media, the general public, and to the member-
ship. They send out press information and maintain the 
PVW Facebook page. As society becomes more technically-
oriented, the new Chair should keep an eye out for new 
and effective ways to publicize the group and present it as a 
prestigious and professional yet welcoming group of juried 
artists.

GENERAL PUBLICITY
Write a press release and event blurb for each public event 
(typically 2-3 events/year) • New chair will receive a sample 
press release and related template 

Email/call select media outlets regarding upcoming events 
     • New chair will receive a list of regional media  
        sorted by location and  approximate time to send
        information 

Submit event information to regional online event calendars  
     • New chair will receive a list of regional event calendars 

Take photos (or arrange for someone to take them) at PVW 
events for use on the  website, newsletter, and Facebook 
page.  FACEBOOK Post event images and announcements.  

OTHER DUTIES 
Attend board meetings 3-4 times per year. 

Maintain a copy of the PVW video for use at 
event receptions. 

Assist in publicizing member-events within PVW member 
channels, and occasionally  present ideas or possible 
methods for increasing member participation. 

Please let Jane Gott or Barbara Sullivan know if you would 
like to take over as Publicity Chair.  

Sue Moses & Terry Anstrom are busy cutting the celebration cake!

Carolyn Grosse Gawarecki & Marilyn Millici are happy to be there!

Elaine Nunnally & Lorrie Herman are now the Newsletter Co-Chairs


